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SUNEIDENTIAL
From: The Coauaander ZUTERPAUSE Ale Group. :
TC: Tie cormandine Officer, U.S.S. ENJEPRISE
Sudfsot: Heoort of Action with Japanes Air Force

at Oahu, T.H., Decerder 7. 1941.
aeference: (a) Articles 712 and 874, U.S-:.'- Regulations.

At U015 December 7, 1941 1 t.ook off frou
Eh-'I‘..RPRIS... whose position at that tie was spproximately 215
:ilos due west of Oahu, with a iission of searching a sector
U58°-095° true for a distance of 150 niles, and then to
proceed to ford Island. Ensizn P. L. Teaff, USN in airplane
L=5=2 accampanicd me. ky passen;ur was Liocut-Comdr.
Nicnol, USN, Tactical Orlizer attached to the staff of C
Alrcraft, Battle Force, who had been ordured to report to -

Carmander-in-Chief, Pacific Fleut Liaiediately after my srrival
at Ford Island.

At about 0720 1 signted a tanker to starboard,
. roceading on an casterly courss, which upon investigatic 3
provod to bg the "PAT DOHENY" of Los Angales, belonging to
the Richfield 0il Co. Continuing on r.7 track of 090° I
sighted and passod the UeS.S. THAESHS accompanied by the
U'.S8.5. LITCHFIELD at about 0740. At about 0810 I passed
Point abea. to port distance 20 miles. At 0820 passod
Barbar's Point to seaward and at this tice I noticed up*
iratoly a s.uadron of planes circling Bwa Field in eolumn. ‘
Belioving theu to bo U. S. Aruy pursuit planes I gave them a
wide berth, decreasing my altitude to about 80V foot and
continued toward Ford Island Field. At a point mid-way
betwucn Swa Field and Ford Island I noticed comw
fire ahund. At aluost the sawc instant I was attacied
Japanase plancs frau the mar without warning.
the insizniy of ono plane that had cauplated a dive on me -
I Lf::cdhbuly dove toward the ground SMW- S
passcngus did not have sufficiont tiuse to-ian tho frec Zun.
L ¥y "i.x.u:i guns wer: loaded and charged but £ had no opport
to uso them. Tae planes that attacxed ue appoarcd to bo 1o
wing monoplane fichters with retractable landing 300!'- i
»ing man ¥is attacked at tac sawav tiic but was not ndf ‘krg
stayed with e, circling low uver a canc ficld to the “
of Puarl City. IL was immcdiately evident that I was under
AA Tire regardless of which direction I vune. I did not
sufficient fucl.to rotura to the ship had I besn \bh
Wiy froa the island. Hopaing that I would bu mo.ﬂﬂ
t’rhndl,, I decided to mak: n low approach to Ford Isl-nd
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EXHIBITS OF JOINT COMMITTEE
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s Lt.Coaar. RNichel a3 tdwen  roteedsd wid ue
rted t.o ine SudmBRnder~in-Calef. Jacilic Fieet. 1 jagtoraed
830 0 tue oskUion of tie ENWIZRD.ASE ane our ;

% Savstl: =lfter tui. 1 wilsessed a2 wlive Hombis Ry
attac on e Lav, Tard waich 2 peareu o e in tae viclnit:
of Tes=Toen dueil v e dri=dur The ~tlucasty lanes cawe
in down~sun .2akln s.ailow gives (aoott 45° = 50°). Tae
avera e celease heilth ol adutt luw®, ltadug. in suae
2afes releases weru sade as on as 30 - W0 Jeet, Lidical ¢
taat t.eir boubs were anued t.s Listunt tae lett tae rach.
Agproxiatel - 18 »lanes particiated in tals sttace, ol lovany”
eac.. otuer down Srom tne save direction wita a cousiderwle
loi rer 1nterval oetween dm,.\s than is our sustue. Juwewer
tae attachk was weil delivered ane aone ol tue “lames wen Seen
shiot down 2ucin, their éive.  Afcer relessineg, Un--xr
tactics wer sound, Leeping lon A constaatls AngGing
They were suvjfustea ‘o heavy “AAM Slre aur.g the st mi.. ..1:sc
pinnes were of a jellowish = Jilver colur, luw wing .ong, laws,
Wivs Dixey landing ssar and 4 peared 10 LU sidlac Lo La
Atsuoishi "hariians" ke.II, as 2llustrated in “Jane's ail the
Worlds Aircoaft™.  The bucts appearvd to oc 500 pounu rs. o
Lly criticise of thls pasticular attack was tiat taw, mi.
came in fron e same dirccuion dastead of wniin. 1 divided attack,
aowever tie insffcctiveases of our AA Jirv, iac4 of alr
a.r»o:ut.on al Lu samner in «nich the pressed tucir attacks
Boe in this articular inctance coavinw.d o rAage e’

Attach sractically seci.ot. #0 Tuwttaur abpacks werd wadie.
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e I vas taun ontussd O rsport tu CSusincurt
Patrol T.u or Ferd Isiazma. U.on aseertaliliy Tae miader of
Planos £ihom v BETEAR.GIS Grouf xt lad landad salcll at
this tise (13 planes of V5~6 and VB~6) I was omlered to send
9 planes out Lo search a secwtion 33U° - OH)° dlistance 175
alley, md t.e cemairing gianel tu swestigate cexasts of
hostila furfate sad & ane S depans sout.. of Barver's Pciat
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and if found, to attack with oCulls and vunfire. I tusen ob-

tained permission to statlon . self in tle Fert Iglana Finle
Control .Tower in orver o te in direct co rmaic tiun witn te
planes and the ENTE ¢°RISE as 2 Coast wuard offlcer w & tne
only olficer detailed to duty trere. Duc tu tne low- ower
ol the transmitter in the tower I could 2t no tine corcuniz .te
with either. The lack of proper camwmnicqtion fqcilitice,
telephone nd rmdio, were : contributory cause tostic loss of
4 airplines of VF-o, which viere shot down by our own AA Jire,
during the night. I atteuwpted to transmit lauding instrucstions
to them via the tower, but they were unable tc nesr. t wus

.- necessary for then to land due to the lack of fuel. Two of tae

+ 8ix lunded safely. I then atte.pted to comunicate with t.e
ENTERPRISE via the tower voice set in order to recormmend -th.t
no more planes be sent in to Ford Island, without success. 1
then learned that the remainder of tae sroup th:t nad been
launched had rcturned tec the ship.

5. Lack of informntion that hostilitics had start-
ed with Japan, proper comsunicitions, tac inability of our
ground and shi - board forces to rvegpnize Iriendly plancs, or
know the proper recognition signals werc tne contridutory
causes for the loss of personnol and ~irpl-nes of the INTZxPA132
Air Group.

6. No planes were eguipped wita sell sealin: tanks
or anaor - 1ll guns were fully amed.

Gt The suddeness and wagnitude of the enemy attack
caused such a stunning effect upon ground and sail persomnel
that all aircraft were fired upon regardless of tueir ovein,
friendly. I was under fire until ry wheels touched the -round .
on Ford Island - same of the -uns buing not more than 50
yards distant {rom ... The importance of some means of

itive identification ol own airplanes, other than visual
s%mls cannot be over emphasized. The loss of the four
fighters of VF-6 tnat nisht is a good example of what happens
unless proper comuunications and weans of controliinz and
identifying aircraft in the air is availabl:.

8. I ther. received orders to rejoin tne ENTZAPASE
at sunrise the next rorning with onr remaining plancs. Just
* prior to the time of our scazduled take-oif, a utility plane
(JRS) took off, and wgs immediately fired on by shiss 'nd
other shore batterizs. I nad “weviously arranged tiat .very
means available be taken to notify 211 hands of our scueduled
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GREartur I soUte co e trmen to tad SWlee dode 1L was
ArR2ssary Lo Lelay tn=ofd Jor noacl, one hour oceaus. of
contliiumis 1w RA Sire. At a5 Pnd g BTSG Jdon
Mines toos off, anmied nita Low | cund vonies wd ©owenod o to
Lo sil witiout Jurtnes iieident.

* All pursonacl OO tuis jroy) coaduCiud vk
sclves in aceord nee wita the nishost teaditions ol tac
SPrvic. ol uadir Ths citowist scss i i1l taat v cowld
Dosslcl - o,

10. Li.tt. 3. =. Dick.nsoa, Ldi, Sciuting S uadron
Sty att » aavih; Yosn attack:id b suaridr nuww.rs of
Japrasss (laass amk under constant AA fire fros ta. secound was
foread to bail out, ais 2 n. hawvins cautat Jire. Ia tac
nidst o tne thimd attack on Pearl dardbor, 4. wage nis way to
Ford islind F-cld and L.modiately upon =rrival therc aanned
another plane and yarticipated in tas 175 ndle searcn flight.
At this tiie his ordeal of having been snot down was not known
to ais suzeriors and no rention o the s was rade by him
to aayone at tne tiwe, he thus disglasing a su‘erd courace,
stinina, devotion to dut;’, unexcelied logic and coolness in
action. It is reiuested that this officer ve ,iven an official
comncndation for .is purformance of duty.

H. L. YWIG
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